The pathogenesis and basis for treatment in multiple sclerosis.
The central concept underlying ideas on the pathogenesis of multiple sclerosis is that inflammatory events cause acute injury of axons and myelin. The phases of symptom onset, recovery, persistence and progression in multiple sclerosis can be summarized as functional impairment with intact structure due to direct effects of inflammatory mediators, demyelination and axonal injury with recovery through plasticity and remyelination, and chronic axonal loss due to failure of enduring remyelination from loss of trophic support for axons normally provided by cells of the oligodendrocyte lineage.